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REPORT  OF  THE 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


For  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1926. 


19,  Bampton  Street, 


Tiverton, 


May ,  1926. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  of  the  Borough  of  Tiverton  for  the  year  1925. 

Area.  The  area  ot  the  Borough  is  17,680  acres,  and 
of  this  the  Town  covers  about  300  acres.  The  Rural  portion 
of  the  Borough  includes  the  villages  of  Chevithorne,  Bolham, 
Cove  and  Withleigh. 

Population  (Census  1921  and  estimated  1925).  The 
population  of  the  Borough  as  ascertained  by  Census  1921 
was  9,715,  but  the  figure  given  by  the  Statistical  Department 
of  the  Registrar  General  in  1921  was  9,670.  The  estimated 
population  for  1925  is  9,235. 

Physical  Features  and  Characteristics  of  the 

Borough.  The  height  above  sea  level  varies  from  200  to 
900  feet. 

The  land  is  undulating,  rising  from  the  South  towards 
the  North  and  West. 

The  principal  Rivers  are  the  Exe  and  its  largest  tribu¬ 
tary  the  Lowman. 

The  geological  features  of  the  Borough  are  those 
commonly  found  in  Devonshire,  that  is,  of  the  prevailing 
Carboniferous  shales,  varied  in  the  case  of  this  Borough  by 
a  broad  band  of  New  Red  Sandstone,  which  extends  across 
the  Borough  area  from  East  to  West,  bounded  approximately 
on  the  North  by  a  line  running  through  Washfield  Weir  and 
on  the  South  by  Bridge  Street.  This  band  reaches  its 
termination  locally  near  Holmead  on  the  West  and  widens 
on  the  East  as  it  approaches  the  Somerset  border. 

Alluvial  deposits  are  found  in  varying  extent  along  the 
course  of  the  Exe  Valley. 

The  land  is  chiefly  of  an  agricultural  character,  Tiverton 
being  the  Market  Town  for  a  wide  district. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  Borough  in  1921 
was  2,437,  and  the  number  of  separate  occupiers  or  families 
for  the  same  period  was  2,481. 


The  Rateable  Value.  The  General  District  Rate  is 
^46,623  10s.  od.,  and  the  sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 
is  ^191  os.  iod. 

Social  Conditions.  The  chief  industry  of  the  town 
is  Lace  Manufactory,  carried  on  by  Messrs.  Heathcoat  &  Co., 
and  employing  over  1,000  workpeople.  Second  in  import¬ 
ance  is  Agriculture.  Other  trades  of  the  Town  of  sufficient 
importance  to  warrant  mention  are  : — Brewing,  Messrs. 
Starkey,  Knight  &  Ford,  Brewery  ;  a  Motor  Tyre  Accessory 
Factory,  “  Patchquick  ”  ;  Flour  and  Saw  Mills. 

Tiverton  is  an  Educational  Centre,  possessing  the  well 
known  Public  School,  Blundells  ;  a  Private  School  for  Girls 
and  Preparatory  School,  Greenway  ;  Secondary  Schools  and 
Elementary  Schools. 

There  is  a  large  residential  population  consisting  of 
parents  residing  in  Tiverton  for  the  educational  purposes. 

There  is  no  occupation  in  the  Town  or  Borough  which 
is  prejudicial  to  the  good  health  of  the  inhabitants. 

Vital  Statistics.  The  total  number  of  deaths  regis¬ 
tered  during  the  year  was  137 — 70  Males  and  67  Females  — 
giving  a  Death  Rate  of  14  84  per  1,000.  On  analysing  the 
causes  of  death  one  does  not  find  anything  worthy  of  note 
except  that  82  of  the  137  deaths  were  of  subjects  over  65 
years  of  age. 

Infantile  Mortality.  10  children  died  under  1  year, 
which  with  our  low  Birth  Rate  gives  a  very  high  Infant 
Mortality  Rate,  viz.,  76  per  1,000.  This  will  be  remarked 
upon  later  when  dealing  with  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre. 

Births.  Total  number  of  Births  registered  during  the 
year  was  130 — 67  Males  and  63  Females.  There  were 
5  Illegimate  Births — 1  Male  and  4  Females. 

The  Birth  Rate  was  i4-o  per  1000. 

The  Annual  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1925 
was  I2‘2  per  1,000;  the  Annual  Birth  Rate  i8‘3  per  1,000; 
and  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  75  per  1,000. 

The  amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief,  1925  (Out  Relief,  not 
including  Institutions),  was  ,£1,549  os.  o^d. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

Hospitals.  1.  Tuberculosis.  A  Tuberculosis  Sana¬ 
torium  consisting  of  8  beds  and  one  separate  shelter,  wholly 
built  and  supported  by  voluntary  contributions,  is  situated  at 
Bolham,  about  1  mile  from  the  Town. 

Towards  the 'end  of  1925,  this  Sanatorium  was  recog¬ 
nised  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  in  future  the  County 
will  send  suitable  cases  for  treatment  there,  and  the  cost 
of  such  cases  will  be  paid  by  the  County  Council. 


2.  Maternity  Hospital.  Nil. 

3.  Children’s  Hospital.  Nil. 

4.  Fever  Hospital.  Situated  about  2  miles  East 
of  the  Town  ;  supported  by  the  Borough  and  Rural  District 
Council.  This  consists  of  6  beds  for  Diphtheria,  14  beds  for 
Scarlet  Fever,  2  rooms  for  Observation  and  Isolation,  and 
2  for  Typhoid  Fever. 

5.  A  General  Hospital  consisting  of  23  beds,  sup¬ 
ported  wholly  by  voluntary  contributions  and  managed  by 
a  Committee.  This  Hospital  is  well  equipped  and  sufficient 
for  the  needs  of  the  Town. 

There  is  no  Institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers, 
illegitimate  infants  and  homeless  children  in  the  Borough. 

Ambulance  Facilities.  1.  Motor  Ambulance  for 
Infectious  cases. 

2.  Motor  Ambulance  for  Non-Infectious  cases. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres  in  the  Borough. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  and  Anti-Natal 
Clinic,  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  Town  (Phoenix  Lane), 
and  open  tor  one  afternoon  weekly. 

The  Centre  has  grown  in  size  and  popularity  during  the 
last  few  years. 

In  1921  there  were  217  babies  born  in  the  Borough  and 
58  mothers  brought  their  babies  to  the  Welfare  ;  also  the 
attendances  were  irregular  and  few.  In  1925  there  were  130 
babies  born,  and  81  mothers  brought  their  children  and 
babies  to  the  Welfare. 

The  attendances  for  1925  were  as  follows  : — 

Number  ot  attendances  of  Mothers  before  Confinement  56 

,,  ,,  „  after  ,,  828 

,,  ,,  Infants  ...  .  647 

,,  ,,  Children  1—5  ...  589 

Total  Attendances  ..  2120 


The  Mothers  and  Children  have  had  supervision  and 
advice  both  at  the  Welfare  weekly  by  the  Medical  Officer  and 
the  Health  Visitor,  and  in  their  houses  by  the  Health  Visitor. 
Simple  treatment  has  been  given  where  considered  sufficient, 
in  other  cases  the  Mothers  were  referred  to  their  private 
Doctors  for  treatment. 

The  administration  of  the  Centre  is  carried  out  by  the 
Medical  Officer,  Health  Visitor  — both  of  whom  are  paid 
half  by  the  County  and  half  by  the  Borough — and  by  a  number 
of  ladies  who  give  their  services  gratuitously,  and  help  the 
Child  Welfare  Movement  very  successfully  in  many  ways. 
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The  Infant  Mortality  for  this  year  is  very  high,  76  per 
1,000,  and  this  is  higher  than  it  has  been  for  many  years. 

On  analysis  of  the  causes  of  death  of  the  10  infants 
who  died,  one  finds  that  6  were  prematurely  born  and  only 
lived  a  few  hours.  Had  it  not  been  for  this  high  percentage 
of  prematurely  born  children,  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  would 
have  been  very  low.  I  regard  these  as  unavoidable  deaths, 
and  on  the  whole  I  consider  the  Infant  Mortality  in  Tiverton 
as  satisfactory. 

Day  Nurseries.  Nil. 

School  Clinics  are  held  in  the  same  premises  as  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre. 

The  rent  for  the  accommodation  is  provided  half  by  the 
Borough  and  half  by  the  County.  The  accommodation 
consists  of  small  waiting  room,  lavatory,  kitchen,  consulting 
and  weighing  room,  large  waiting  and  lecture  room. 

* 

Tuberculosis  Dispensaries.  Nil. 

Treatment  Centres  for  Venereal  Disease.  Nil. 

Public  Health  Officers.  M.  O.  H.,  Part  Time — 
R.  Burgess,  M.B.B.C.  Cantab.,  M.R.C.S.  Eng,  L.R.C.P. 
London  ;  also  School  Medical  Officer  and  Public  Vaccinator. 

Sanitary  Inspector,  P'ull  Time  —  F.  Langmead,  Certificate 
Royal  Sanitary  Institution  ;  Meat  and  Food  Certificate. 

Health  Visitor — Miss  C.  M.  Jarrett.  G.T.,  C.M.B.,  S.R  N. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home.  (a)  General. 
4  District  Nurses  work  in  the  Town  and  2  in  the  Rural 
portion  of  the  Borough. 

(b)  There  is  no  Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home  for 
Infectious  Diseases. 

The  District  Nurses  are  under  the  administration  of  the 
Devon  County  Nursing  Association  and  are  not  in  any  way 
under  the  Local  Authority. 

Midwives.  There  are  no  Midwives  practising  in  the 
Borough  in  the  employment  of  the  Local  Authority. 

There  are  9  Certified  Midwives  working  in  the  Borough. 

Local  Acts,  Special  Orders,  General  Adoptive  Acts 
and  Byelaws  Relating  to  Public  Health.  Public  Health 
Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890. 

Section  4,  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1890. 

Byelaws  of  New  Streets  and  Buildings,  1894. 

Slaughter-House  Byelaws,  1894. 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water.  Tiverton  is  supplied  with  water  from  three 
sources — Norwood  Common,  Allers  Springs  and  Warnicombe 

The  water  from  Allers  Springs  and  Warnicombe  is  very 
good  and  pure.  The  water  from  Norwood  Common  is  pure 
at  its  source  but  is  contaminated  during  its  passage  in  an 
open  aqueduct  to  the  filter  beds,  in  so  much  so  that  some¬ 
times  the  water  leaving  the  filter  beds  is  not  satisfactorily 
pure,  since  it  sometimes  contains  Bacillus  Coli,  recognisable 
in  i  c.c.  of  water. 

During  the  Winter,  Spring  and  Autumn  months  there  is 
nearly  always  sufficient  water  for  the  requirements  of  the 
town.  During  the  summer  months  and  dry  periods  there  is 
a  shortage,  and  some  portions  of  the  town,  either  from  lack 
of  pressure  or  from  other  reasons,  suffer  a  good  deal  of 
inconvenience  from  this  shortage ;  economy  therefore,  in 
water,  has  always  to  be  carefully  practised  during  the  dry 
months. 

Schemes  for  increasing  the  purity  arid  quantity  of  the 
water  are  under  discussion  by  the  Local  Authority. 

The  Tiverton  water  is  not  of  a  Plumbo  solvent  character. 

Rivers  and  Stream^  passing  through  the  Borough  are 
not  polluted. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  The  Sewage  Disposal  is 
on  the  Bacterial  principle,  with  detritis  chambers,  settling 
tanks  and  percolation  filters. 

The  Works  are  inspected  yearly  by  an  independent 
Engineer  Chemist,  wnose  last  report  states,  -inter  alia  — 

“The  disposal  plant  at  the  Sewage  Farm  was  found 

“  to  be  operating  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  and  the  works 

“generally  clean  and  kept  in  good  order.” 

Closet  Accommodation.  Tiverton  is  a  Watei  Closet 
Town,  all  houses  being  served  by  a  Water  Closet.  In  a 
recent  inspection  of  the  whole  of  the  smaller  houses,  out 
of  1,846  inspected  there  were  1,584  Closets  supplied  with 
Automatic  Flushes,  and  109  Hand  Flushed,  and  these  latter 
are  gradually  being  converted  to  Water  Flushed  Closets. 

In  the  Rural  parts  the  Closet  accommodation  is  chiefly 
of  the  dry  earth  or  privy  type. 

Scavenging.  The  House  Refuse  is  collected  twice 
weekly  and  amounts  to  about  1,000  cartloads  in  the  year.  It 
is  hauled  to  a  Tip  about  a  mile  from  the  Town.  There  are 
no  Ashpits  in  the  Town,  and  accumulation  is  not  allowed. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  District.  A  tabulated  report 
of  inspections  will  be  seen  at  the  end  of  the  report. 
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Smoke  Abatement.  Observation  of  the  few  Factory 
and  Workshop  Chimneys  is  periodically  made,  but  no  cause 
of  complaint  has  arisen  during  the  year. 

Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  Controlled 
by  Byelaws  and  Regulations. 

No  offensive  trades  are  carried  on  in  the  Borough. 

The  Common  Lodging  House  has  been  regularly  in¬ 
spected  and  the  Sanitary  conditions  have  on  most  occasions 
been  reasonable.  The  house  has  always  been  well  conducted. 

The  Sanitary  conditions  and  the*  Water  Supply  of  the 
Elementary  Schools  are  satisfactory. 

General  Housing  Conditions.  Under  the  Housing 
Act  of  1923,  the  development  of  the  site  purchased  by  the 
Council  has  continued,  and  at  the  close  of  1925  15  houses 
under  subsidy  and  one  not  under  subsidy  have  been  erected 
by  private  enterprise,  as  well  as  7  built  on  other  sites. 

The  general  shortage  of  houses  still  continues  but  has 
been  mitigated  by  the  erection  of  80  houses  under  the 
Housing  Schemes,  and  the  Council  have  just  let  Contracts 
for  a  further  12  houses  on  their  own  site  under  the  1924  Act. 

Overcrowding.  There  is  still  a  number  of  overcrowding 
cases,  but  the  lack  of  houses  suitable  for  the  poorer  persons 
is  a  difficulty  that  can  only  be  gradually  overcome  by  the 
extension  of  the  Building  Schemes  of  the  Council,  and  I  am 
glad  to  note  that  the  Council  are  in  earnest  about  this  and 
will  not  stay  their  hand  until  proper  provision  is  made  to 
meet  the  difficulty. 

Fitness  of  Houses.  The  general  standard  of  Housing 
in  the  District  is  reasonable,  gradual  improvement  is  being 
affected.  This  is  somewhat  checked  as  the  majority  of  the 
possibly  unfit  houses  are  old  and  the  rents  are  small ;  further, 
the  tenants  are  unable  to  pay  higher  rents  and  as  a  conse¬ 
quence  alterations  and  improvements  are  limited. 

The  greatest  advance  in  this  district  has  been  in  the 
cases  where  the  Council  have  themselves  purchased  such 
properties  and  converted  them  into  more  habitable  dwellings. 

In  the  case  of  back-to-back  houses,  several  of  the  land¬ 
lords  have  agreed  to  convert  the  same  into  single  dwellings 
immediately  they  become  vacant. 

Byelaws.  New  Byelaws  for  Buildings  and  Streets  are 
being  considered  and  communications  thereon  taking  place 
with  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Housing  Statistics.  Special  tables  following. 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk.  The  Milk  supply  of  the  Borough  reaches  a 
reasonably  high  standard  generally  ;  it  can  safely  be  said 
that  the  bulk  of  the  producers  and  retailers  make  a  genuine 
effort  to  protect  the  milk  from  contamination  in  any  way. 
The  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  are  inspected  regularly 
and  the  conditions  are  much  improved.  There  is,  of  course, 
still  room  for  improvement  in  several  instances,  but  it  is 
hoped  that  before  long  all  the  producers  will  take  more 
interest  in  the  production  of  milk,  and  remember  that  personal 
cleanliness  amongst  the  milkers  is  just  as  essential,  if  not 
more  so,  than  a  clean  Cowshed  or  Dairy.  It  is  hoped  that 
in  the  near  future  some  of  our  Farmers  will  produce  a  Graded 
Milk,  which  has  proved  elsewhere  to  be  profitable. 


Meat.  Since  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations, 
1924,  came  into  operation,  the  question  of  Meat  Inspection 
has  become  very  important.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  all 
the  Butchers  in  the  Town  readily  complied  with  the  requit  e- 
ments  of  these  regulations,  both  as  to  the  protection  of  meat 
in  their  shops  by  the  provision  of  suitable  fronts,  protection 
in  course  of  delivery,  and  also  regarding  the  necessary 
notices  to  Slaughter,  which  have  to  be  forwarded  to  your 
Sanitary  Inspector.  The  Inspector  has  inspected  most  of  the 
meat  that  has  been  consumed  in  the  Borough  during  the 
year,  and  below  will  be  seen  what  was  surrendered  to  him  as 
being  unfit  for  human  consumption  during  that  time 

4  Bullocks  18  Sheep’s  Livers 

2  Pigs  13  Pigs’  Livers 

19  Sheep  6  Fore  Quarters  of  Pig 

2  Bullocks’  Heads  33  lb.  of  Fish 

5  Pigs’  Heads  2  Rabbits 

15  Bullocks’  Livers  10  lb.  of  Pears 


Slaughterhouse.  The  Council  has  at  length  decided 
upon  the  erection  of  a  Public  Slaughterhouse.  A  site  has 
been  chosen  and  only  waits  the  sanction  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  for  the  commencement  of  erection  of  a  Public 
Slaughterhouse  on  modern  lines 

The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of  Private 


Slaughterhouses  in  use  at  the  dates  mentioned  : — 


In 

1920 

In  Jan.,  1925 

In  Dec.,  1925 

Registered 

6 

6 

6 

Licensed 

3 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

9 

9 

8 

Other  Foods.  Regular  Inspection  has  been  made 
of  all  premises  where  foods  are  manufactured,  prepared,  stored 
or  exposed  for  sale  ;  a  few  things  have  been  surrendered  as 
being  unfit  for  human  consumption,  otherwise  they  have, 
except  for  occasional  rr.inor  matters,  complied  with  the 
necessary  regulations. 

Salk  of  Food  and  Drugs.  19  Samples  of  Foods  and 
Drugs  were  submitted  for  Analysis  during  the  year  and,  with 
the  exception  of  two  samples  of  butter  which  contained  an 
excess  of  water,  the  reports  were  quite  satisfactory. 
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Prosecution  took  place  in  each  of  the  above-mentioned 
cases  and  fines  were  imposed. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 

There  has  been  an  unusual  amount  of  Scarlet  Fever  in 
the  Town  during  the  year.  The  outbreaks  were  fortunately 
mild  in  character  and  it  was  possible  to  keep  the  epidemic 
localised.  Unfortunately  the  families  attacked  were  as  a  rule 
large  ones  and  most  of  the  members  of  those  families  fell 
victims  to  the  disease.  This  accounts  for  the  large  number 
of  cases. 

There  was  very  little  Diphtheria  during  the  year.  In  all 
cases  of  Diphtheria  antitoxin  is  rapidly  injected,  and  is  used 
to  some  extent  as  a  prophylactic. 

Diphtheria  Swabs  are  sent  to  the  Devon  County  Path¬ 
ologist  and  Analyst,  and  paid  tor  by  the  Rates  in  cases 
unable  to  afford  to  pay  the  fee  themselves. 

Isolation  is  carried  out  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  all 
bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  is  disinfected  by  dry  heat  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital.  The  houses  are  disinfected  by  the  Local 
Authority  as  soon  as  the  patients  are  removed  —the  Sanitary 
Inspector  being  responsible  for  this.  The  disinfectant  usually 
used  is  Formalin. 


Schick  and  Dick  Tests  have  not  been  employed  in  the 
Borough,  nor  have  any  immunization  methods  been  used 
against  Diphtheria  or  Scarlet  Fever. 


Infectious  Diseases  Notified  during  the  Year. 


Disease. 

Total  cases 
notified. 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths 

Small  Pox 

O 

O 

O 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

37 

35 

O 

Diphtheria 

4 

3 

O 

Enteric,  Paratyphoid 

2 

0 

O 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

0 

O 

Pneumonia 

28 

0 

8 

Other  Diseases  notified 

3 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis.  New  Cases  and  Mortality  in  1925. 

NEW  CASES.  DEATHS. 

Age  Period.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary 

MFMF  MFMF 

O 

I 


5 

10 


15 

20  2 

25  2 

35  1 

45  2 

55 


65  and  upwards 


1 

2 

I 

1 


I 

1 

1 

1  I 

I  1 

2  1 

I 


Totals  7  5 


1 


2 


4  5 


. 
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New  Cases 


12 

3 


Pulmonary 
Non-pulmonary 

Pulmonary. 

Tuberculosis  cases  in  the  Borough  are  under  the  admin¬ 
istration  of  the  County  of  Devon.  The  County  Tuberculosis 
Officer  visits  all  cases  periodically,  following  cases  up  and 
disposing  of  them  as  he  thinks  fit,  working  in  co-operation 
with  the  general  practitioners. 

The  homes  of  Tuberculosis  patients  are  disinfected  by 
the  Local  Authority  on  the  death  of  the  patient  or  at  such 
time  as  the  patients  leave  their  homes  to  live  elsewhere.  The 
M.O.H.  of  the  Borough  notifies  the  Sanitary  Inspector  when 
such  disinfection  should  be  done. 

The  County  Tuberculosis  Officer  co-operates  with  the 
M.O.H.  of  the  Borough  in  notifying  to  him  the  cases  coming 
under  his  care  in  which  the  Sanitary  surroundings  are 
unsatisfactory,  the  M.O.H.  then  causes  the  defects  noted  to 
be  remedied. 

There  is  no  treatment  of  Venereal  disease  in  the  Borough 

Housing.  Number  of  Houses  erected  during  the  year 
with  State  Assistance  : — 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Other  Bodies  or  Persons  18 

1.  Unfit  Dwellings. 

Inspections. 

(a)  Total  number  of  Dwelling  Houses  inspected  for 
Defects  under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  32  1 

(b)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  which  were  inspec¬ 

ted  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection 
of  District)  Regulations,  1910,  or  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  14 

(c)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  10 

(d)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  218 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  Without  Service  of  Formal 

Notice. 

Number  of  Defective  Dwelling  Houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  707 

3.  Action  Taken  Under  Statutory  Powers. 

fa  )  Proceedings  under  Section  J  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925. 
(1)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  Repairs  ...  Nil 


Deaths 


15 

9 


(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  which  were  render¬ 
ed  fit  after  service  of  Formal  Notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ..  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance 

of  Declarations  by  Owners  of  intention  to  close  Nil 

(b )  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  Defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ..  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  which  Defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  Formal  Notices — 

(a)  By  Owner  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  //,  14  and  15  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1Q25. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to 

obtaining  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling 
houses  having  been  made  fit  ...  ....  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  Demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ....  ...  Nil 


Number  of  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector 


Slaugherhouses 

475 

W.C.  Accommodation 

174 

Food  Shops,  etc. 

!52 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk  Shops 

•05 

Piggeries  ... 

70 

Drains 

66 

Bakehouses 

61 

Nuisances 

51 

Houses,  on  complaint... 

5° 

Infectious  Diseases 

35 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act 

32 

Stables 

19 

Water  Supplies 

•7 

House  to  House  Inspections 

14 

Other  Inspections 

.  «  • 

78 

L399 

There  were  143  informal  notices  served  during  the  year, 
practically  the  whole  of  which  were  complied  with. 


- 


The  Report  has  been  compiled  in  the  form  asked  for  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health,  in  Circular  648. 

1  wish  to  thank  Mr.  Langmead  for  his  help  in  giving  me 
the  various  figures  and  returns  contained  in  this  Report. 
I  also  wish  to  thank  him  for  his  help  given  to  me  in  Public 
Health  duties  during  the  year. 

The  health  of  the  Town  is  good.  During  the  last  five 
years  there  have  been  many  advances  made  in  the  Borough 
in  the  matter  of  Sanitation,  Housing,  Lighting,  Baths, 
Equipment  against  Fires,  measures  for  Protection  of  Food 
— especially  Meat  from  contamination — Inspection  of  Meat 
and  Cattle  before  Slaughter,  and  other  things 

Discussions  have  also  taken  place  and  schemes  are 
being  prepared  for  the  provision  of  a  Public  Slaughterhouse, 
and  for  increasing  the  purity  and  quantity  of  the  Tiverton 
Water  Supply. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ROBERT  BURGESS, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


